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Mercury poisoning in the 
Grassy Narrows First Nation: 
history not completed

The article published in CMAJ by Mosa and 
Duffin outlines the history of mercury poi-
soning of the Grassy Narrows First Nation 
along the English–Wabigoon River.1 The 
Grassy Narrows First Nation is located 
about 100  km downstream from the 
Dryden Chemical Company. This company 
dumped tonnes of mercury into the river 
between 1962 and 1970, some 50  years 
ago. The authors link this history with that 
of mercury poisoning in Minamata, Japan, 
in the 1950s.1

Mercury levels downstream of the 
plant should have returned to normal by 

now in the absence of leaks. However, a 
recent study, authored by five mercury 
experts and released on Feb.  28, 2017, 
reported that tests showed significantly 
higher mercury levels downstream of the 
plant compared with upstream locations — 
roughly 130 times higher. The report sug-
gests that the area is being subjected to 
ongoing pollution rather than the after-
math of chemical release that occurred in 
the 1960s.2

The Ontario provincial government and 
the federal government should urgently 
eliminate the ongoing problem. Otherwise, 
the mercury poisoning will continue to 
affect the health, economy and culture of 
the Grassy Narrows First Nation for another 
50 years, if not more.
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